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FEBRUARY 1962 


- pray.” St. Luke 11: 1 


SKID Henin 


by Marvin Brammeier, Car, 


“Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by 
prophets concerning the Son of Man shall be accomplished. For he sh 
be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully entreate 
and spitted on. And they shall scourge him, and put him to death: ar 
the third day he shall rise again.” ‘These were the Saviour’s words to t 
Twelve as He began his last journey to Jerusalem and to the cross. St. Lui 
tells us that the disciples “understood none of these things’. (Luke 18) 


On March 7, Ash Wednesday, the Christian Church will begin tl 
season of Lent. During Lent Christians remember what sin did and wh; 
Christ did. Sin brought sorrow and death: Christ brought peace and lif 
when he “died for our sins according to the Scriptures” (1 Cor, 15:3). — 
is the purpose of Lent to place these facts squarely before our mind’s e 
to meditate on them, so that we will appreciate the unspeakable love of tl 
Saviour. And when people take the message of the Cross in all 
seriousness, their lives will show that the Holy Spirit has taken control, 
make them “new creatures”, 
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LENT AND YOU 


Is this what Lent means for you? Do you personally believe the messa 
of Christ crucified? Can you say with St. Paul: “Therefore being justifié 
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”? (Row 


5:1). Do you live for Him who died and rose again? 
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There are people who live and act as if Christ never lived and dieé 
in fact, there are many of them. ‘They would not think of rejecting th 
Lord Jesus outright. “They would never work against the Christian Chure! 
But neither would they take any direct interest in Christ and His Chure? 
One might be inclined to call theirs-an attitude of “live and let live 
One might classify them as neither for nor, against Christ. 


But such a condition does not exist. Nowhere in the Bible can one ree: 
that God considers an individual thus. On the contrary, Jesus says in cle 
and simple language: “He that is not with me is against me; and 
that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad’. (Matt. 12:30). There — 
no neutral state, A person is either for or against Jesus. 


Indifferent is perhaps the best term to describe people who are ns 
specifically serving Christ, nor working directly against Him. They a 
“lukewarm, neither cold nor hot”, and as such are not acceptable to Hir 
(Rev, 3:15,16). The result of indifference is expressed in a though 
provoking manner by G, Studdert Kennedy : 


TWO BRITISH LUTHER? 


When Jesus came to Golgotha they hanged Him on a tree, 

They drove great nails through hands and feet, and made a Calvary; 
They crowned Him with a crown of thorns, red were His wounds and deep, 
For those were crude and cruel days, and human flesh was cheap. 


When Jesus came to Birmingham, they simply passed Him by. 
They never hurt a hair of Him, they only let Him die; 

For men had grown more tender, and they would not give Him pain, 
They only just passed down the street, and left Him in the rain. 


Still Jesus cried, “Forgive them for they know not what they do”. 

And still it rained the winter rain that drenched Him through and through ; 
The crowds went home and left the streets without a soul to see, 

And Jesus crouched against a wall and cried for Calvary. 


THE LENTEN ROAD 


If you have, for one reason or other, neglected your Saviour over the 
ears, use this Lenten season to repent and to begin walking a new road. 
n the quiet of your home, read the Passion History in the Gospels. ! 
Aeditate on the fundamental truth of Christianity: “One died for all”, 
oin fellow Christians as they come together for special Lenten services in 
heir churches, to consider the old but ever-new message of your Saviour 
n the Way of Sorrows. As you see Christ denying all comfort and ease, 
vearing the crown of thorns, hearing the mockery and derision of those 
vho crucified Him, breaking down under the burden of the cross He was 
nade to bear, may you be moved by His unselfish love to deny yourself, 
ake up His cross, and follow Him. 


Lent is a very important season for every Christian. At this time he 
earns anew what he would be without Christ, and what he is through | 
aith in Christ. He would be nothing more than a condemned sinner with 
10 hope for this life or the next. He is a child of God by faith in Christ 
lesus, forgiven, and at peace with God. Heaven is his. Would he wish to 
kip Lent? Never! 


MEMORIAL WREATHS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. Louis Launer, Holy 
Trinity, London, from Mr. A. Krause £3 for the Church Extension Fund; 
from Anonymous, Luther-Tyndale, £1.10.0 for the Student Aid Fund. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. V. Loebl, Luther- 
Tyndale, London, from Mr. and Mrs. Bean, ‘Towson, Maryland, U.S.A. $6, 
Anonymous, Petts Wood, £1 for the Church Extension Fund. 

To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Lee from Anonymous, 
Luther-Tyndale, £1.10.0 for the Student Aid Fund. 
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BE READY TO GIVE AN ANSWER 


For us Men 


He had the New English Bible, 
and she the Authorized Version. 
They had a habit of reading together 
and comparing one with the other. 
They had already read several books 
of the New Testament, and now they 
were reading Philippians. 


Mr. Smith was reading, Mrs. 
Smith following in her Bible. “Let 
your bearing towards one another 
arise out of your life in Christ Jesus. 
For the divine nature was his from 
the first; yet he did not think to 
snatch at equality with God, but 
made himself nothing, assuming the 
nature of a slave. Bearing the human 
likeness, revealed in human shape, 
he humbled himself, and in obedience 
accepted even death—death on a 
cross. ‘Therefore God raised him to 
the heights and bestowed on him the 
name above all names, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow 
—in heaven, on earth, and in the 
depths — and every tongue confess, 
‘Jesus Christ is Lord’, to the glory of 
God the Father.” 


He stopped, looked up, and said, 
“These new translations give you a 
different slant on familiar passages, 
don’t they? I’m not sure, but I 
think I remember this section from 
our Adult Instruction Class. Right?” 


“Yes, John,” his wife replied. 
“They're words we discussed when 
we talked about the humiliation and 
exaltation of Christ. Let me read 
them in the old Bible. ‘Let this mind 
be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus: who, being in the form of 
God, thought it not robbery to be 


FOUR 


equal with God; but made himself 
no reputation, ‘and took upon 
the form of a servant, and was mai 
in the likeness of men; and bei 
found in fashion as a man, 
humbled himself, and becary 
obedient unto death, even the dea 
of the cross. Wherefore God ha 
highly exalted him and given hi 
a name which is above every nam 
that at the name of Jesus, every kneé 
should bow, of things in heaven an 
things on earth and things under th 
earth; and that every tongue shou 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord 
the glory of God the Father’.” 


“Why, of course! We were dif 
cussing the Apostles’ Creed, th 
second article : ‘He was conceived 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgi 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate 
was crucified, dead and buried’.” 


“You know, John, I can’t hell 
thinking about ‘this from. time 
time,” Mrs. Smith said. “Jesus dit 
everything that was necessary for ou 
salvation. ‘There was nothing tos 
difficult, nothing too lowly, nothin, 
too humiliating.” 


“Another thing, dear,” Mr. Smit} 
nodded. “We sit up and talk abow 
things in the Bible, and usually w 
end up talking about ourselves, thy 
wrong things we do. I don’t think i 
should be that way. Why don’t w 
talk more about the right things tha’ 
Christ did for us instead of all the 
wrong things we do?” 

“When you think of it, that’s quite 
true. I wonder why it is. Maybe 
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because we’re so self-centred that 
ire always talking about ourselves, 
en if it means talking about our 


5.” 


“And yet”, Mr. Smith broke in, 
’s the work of someone else that 
| have to rely on to save us. This 
ssage from Philippians starts with 
'] and then switches our attention to 
(irist, showing that everything He 
, He did for us.” 


“Well, let’s try to stay with the 
Dork of Christ, and what He did for 
| He was God’s equal, St. Paul says 
re, yet He gave up all that and be- 
me a man, a servant or—what does 
Jur Bible call it?—a slave. Those 
ords in the Creed we use every 
Jommunion Sunday are so wonder- 
jil and so plain: ‘who for us men 
nd for our salvation came down 
om heaven...and was made man’.” 

“And not a rich man,” her hus- 
and joined in. “One Bible passage 
jnat has always impressed me is the 
ine where it is said that foxes have 
oles and birds of the air have nests 
ut Jesus had no place to lay His 
ead. Imagine, God’s equal living 
‘ke that! And what thanks did He 
ret for it? The men He came to 
ave tried to kill Him!” 

“Just what this passage says: ‘He 
vumbled himself and became 
bedient unto death, even the death 
mn the cross’. I suppose that refers 
-o that last awful week in Jerusalem. 
hat a week of humiliation that was 
‘for the Son of God. Ridiculed, 
eaten, spit upon, finally crucified ! 
He certainly humbled himself to 
take that kind of treatment from 
men. And yet it was for men, He 
suffered this. All that pain on the 
Cross was punishment, not for His 
own wrong-doing—He had none— 
but for the sins of men.” 
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“Now we're back again, talking 
about man and his sins,’ Mr. Smith 
said. 

“Yes, I know,” his wife agreed. 
“But I don’t see how we can help 
it. All that He did, His whole 
humiliation, was for us. He suffered 
for us; He died for us; He was buried 
for us. We have to make the con- 
nection. His work would have been 
in vain if there were no connection 
between it and us. The wonderful 
thing about the sermons we hear in 
the Lutheran church in Lent is that 
we are told, over and over again, 
that all this is for us. His conception, 
His birth, His suffering, His death, 
His burial: all of these were for us 
men and for our salvation, just like 
the Creed says.” 

“When you come down to it, you 
can’t really separate what Christ did 
and what we do. It’s because of 
what we do that Jesus had to do 
what He did. If men had not sinned, 
Christ would not have died. So we 
can’t help talking about ourselves and 
the wrong we do. That’s where we 
must always come back.” 

“Yes,” Mrs. Smith replied, “and 
isn’t this just what St. Paul does in 
the Philippian passage? Just what 
we’ve done? He starts with men, 
shows how utterly unlike the spirit of 
vainglory and selfishness is from the 
spirit of Christ, shows how our Lord 
humbled himself, and then comes 
back to men and to their believing 
and grateful response : “every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord’.” 

“And that’s just what our whole 
Christian life is: a confession that 
the Christ of the Cross is Lord to the 
glory of God the Father,” Mr. 
Smith said. “Isn’t it?” 
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KENTISH TOWN 
Goldfish in the Vestry 


Things haven’t been the same at 
Luther-Tyndale ever since the 
Friendship Week at the end of Oc- 
tober. It all started when Guest 
Missioner R. Blank produced a 
rabbit in the middle of his children’s 
object talk during the Week itself. 
Heartened by the success of the in- 
formal mission service with object 
talks and question-and-answer period 
introduced during the Friendship 
Week, the congregation decided to 
continue with these in place of the 
Vespers. You can’t tell what might 
appear next at the staid, old mother 
church of the ELCE : goldfish in the 
vestry, a torch or a toy submarine in 
the chancel, the pastor cutting out 
pieces of paper in the middle of the 
service. Every first Sunday of the 
month, there is a Family Evening 
in the hall after the service, with a 
cup of tea, and games, and the 
chance for Luther-Tyndale members 
to welcome the new neighbourhood 
families that have been attracted and 
to make them feel a part of a living 
Christian community. Since the 
Friendship Week, Sunday church at- 
tendance has jumped to nearly a 
hundred. And week by week, before 
the evening mission service, members 
call at the new homes, inviting and 
encouraging. After a service one 
Sunday night, a newcomer gushed : 
“Oh thanks for introducing us to 
your church!” 


There’s new life in the ELCE’s 
oldest church. 
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TOTTENHAM 
Organist 45 years 
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Voters’ Assemblies can do imagit 
ative things, even in the Annu 
General Meeting, usually heav 
going. On Thursday, 18th Januar 
Holy Trinity voters, in the midst of 
procession of committee reports an 
a long row of statistics, rose to pass 
resolution of thanks to the organi 
who had served them faithfully fc 
more than 45 years. Today Mrs. / 
M. Kahl has Miss Valerie Hall, Mr 
Albert Smith, and Mr.  Bruc 
Grinager to take her place, but fc 
decades she had to break her holida 
to come back to London to play fc 
the Sunday service. 

Shall we say it was a sort of myst 
reward for their thoughtfulness tha 
for the first tume in living memor 
the annual agenda was complete 
and the voters on their way home k 
11 p.m,? 


RUISLIP 


Journal Appraises New Church 

“A simple mass together with pri 
cise detailing in the  brickwor 
timber, and glass comes as a refres] 
ing contrast to the surroundir 
suburban sprawl” is the appraisal « 
the new St. Andrews building by 77 
Architects Journal, 31st Januar 
1962. In a 14-page study, “Ty 
Churches”, the Journal compar 
design, cost, and material of tl 
£16,000 Lutheran building with tl 
£68,000 St. Pauls (Church of En; 
land) in Southwark, London. § 
Andrews cost 72s. 24d. for each of 1 
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23 square feet; St. Pauls 93s. 9d. 
‘each of its 14,137 square feet. 

4s to design, the study says: 
hese buildings show a remarkable 
ergence which illustrates the key 
blem in current church design. St. 
ls, Southwark, like so many post- 
ir churches, shows the results of a 
scious attempt by the architects 
achieve a compromise between a 
tural idiom of design which is the 
mistakable product of the present 
neration, and one which echoes by 
ntrived means the strong domin- 
ce of structural form, the essence 
so many medieval examples. 
But it is impossible to point to 
iy post-war church based on this 
yproach where the result can 
mestly be described as entirely 
cecessful. ...In any case, such his- 
ricism seems inevitably to get at 
‘oss purposes with this attempt by 
1e churches to become once again a 
idely functioning and __ integral 
lement of society. If this really is 
ne case, there would seem to be no 
jore room for some special or iden- 
fiable aesthetic for churches, which 
astead should find a place quite 
aturally in the well-designed hous- 
ng scheme, or as the neighbour of 
n elegant primary school. This in- 
leed is what the architects of the 
mtheran church have attempted, 
ind in it they have achieved a quite 
neasurable degree of success.” 


3OREHAM WOOD 
Nomen Listen; Men Debate 

Not in the same place, of course. 
But at the same time. ‘The women 
were in the social room at St. Pauls 


‘ 
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QO THe TYNE 


Lutheran Church, listening to Pastor 
Carl Weidmann tell of his recent 
tour of Greece and of New Testa- 
ment holy places. Pastor Weidmann 
is on leave from Concordia Col- 
legiate Institute, Bronxville, New 
York, where he is principal of the 
high school department, and is locum 
tenens for Pastor Borgas who is on 
furlough in Australia. The occasion 
was the regular meeting on 3lst 
January of the Women’s Guild who 
had invited St. Andrews Guild from 
Ruislip for the meeting. An hour 
before, the scheduled speaker who 
was to have spoken on_ flower 
arrangements telephoned that she 
was unable to keep the appointment. 
Pastor Weidmann stepped in, intro- 
duced himself as “the world’s best 
arranged flower”, and went on with 
his lecture. 

Meanwhile, the 
husbands, the chauffeurs—gathered 
at a nearby member’s home to 
debate. The topic was the Deed of 
Covenant, an income tax law pro- 
vision which enables the church to 
recover the tax a member has already 
paid on his contribution. Four were 
asked to attack the Deed of Coven- 
ant as a means of increasing con- 
gregational finances, attack it by 
every means, fair or foul, to 
raise every possible objection to it. 
Two—a layman and a pastor—were 
charged to defend it. The seventh 
man served as arbitrator, The out- 
come? A lot more clarity, and the 
conviction : 


men—assorted 


“One single positive weighs more, 
You know, than negatives a score.” 
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N QW Ss from our churches 


A Weekend at Cambridge — for Elders 


FIRST LAY RETREAT 


Plans are underway to hold the first 
ELCE lay retreat at Westfield House, 
Cambridge, on Saturday and Sunday, 
23-24 June. The retreat will bring 
together a small group of responsible lay- 
men from various congregations for a 
weekend of worshipping, working, eating 
together, sharing their faith and Christian 
experience, and discussing their common 
responsibilities as elders in a Lutheran 
congregation. One elder will be invited 
from each ELCE congregation. Costs of 
travel and for board and lodging at West- 
field House will be borne by the partici- 
pating congregations. 


Foreseeing the danger of congregations 
losing contact with each other as the 
ELCE extended itself into various parts of 
the country, the 1958 Synod at Holy 
Trinity, Tottenham, asked the Executive 
Council “to arrange lay retreats at some 
convenient place where’ groups. of 
Lutheran men and/or women may come 
together for a weekend of Christian 
fellowship, discussion and worship”. The 
Council felt that Westfield House, when 
not in use by students, is suitable and 
should be used for such conferences. 


At their meetings on 29th January, 
the Council proposed that the first meet- 
ing should be for congregational elders 
and named Dr. E. Geo Pearce retreat- 
pastor. He will ask two of the partici- 
pating elders, when appointed, to assist 
in drawing up the retreat programme 
which will give special attention to the 
spiritual responsibilities of the office of 
elder. 


WESTFIELD INAUGURATION 


Westfield House, Cambridge, seat of the 
ELCE ministerial training programme, 
will be formally inaugurated as a 
Lutheran house of theological study by an 
academic lecture on Thursday, 22nd Feb- 


ruary, and a church service on Sunday, 
25th February. 


The prominent Swedish Lutheran theo- 
logian, Bo Giertz, Bishop of Gothenburg, 
will deliver the inaugural lecture on the 
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subject, “Freedom in Christ”. The o 
ing service on Sunday, 25th Febru 
begins at 3 p.m. ; 

The British Lutheran will publish a 
story on the Inauguration of Westfi 
House in the March issue. 


OVERNIGHT COACH FROM SYNOD : 


Echoes of the 1962 Synod at Card 
will probably be heard through the ni 
of Saturday, 12th May, as delegates 
visitors return by coach to London. T) 
coach chartered for the Cardiff Syn 
will probably leave Luther-Tyndale, K 
tish Town, at 8 a.m., pick up passengers” 
St. Andrews, Ruislip, about 8.45 a.m. | 
Friday, 11th May, and will return aft 
the closing service, leaving Cardiff aroum 
midnight. Visitors will be charged Lif 
the return trip. 


As at Sunderland in 1960, the al 
occasion in which the Synod was h 
outside the London area, the sessi 
of the Cardiff meeting will begin at- 
p-m. on Friday and will end at about — ; 
p-m. on Saturday. F 

The Rev. Norman Nagel, Preceptor — 
Westfield House, has been asked to deliv 
the Synodical Essay. 

Watch the British Lutheran for furthi 
details on the 1962 Synod. 


CAMBRIDGE INTER-CHURCH VISIT 


More than 40 members of the Polii 
Lutheran Congregation in Cambrid; 
were introduced to the history and wo: 
of the ELCE on Sunday, 21st Januar 
when Dr. E. Geo. Pearce showed tl 
filmstrip “A Lutheran Rose Blossoms 


England” after the Polish service in § 
Columba’s Presbyterian Church Ha 
Cambridge. The Rev. Erik Cimal 


pastor of the Polish congregation, spol 
of the close ties of his church with tl 
ELCE over the past fifteen years ar 
expressed confidence that the unity | 
faith manifested between the two church 
would lead to growing joint activit 
Pastors Norman Nagel and Kenne 
Mahler of Westfield House also addresse 
the group. 
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»PY COMMITTEE 


was a happy committee that met at 
Museum Street on Monday, 22nd 
aary. They were elected by the 
rch to “raise’? money, but that night 
r spent it, in bits and pieces, in 
vunts ranging from one penny to over 
), a total of £689—and they did it in 
than two hours! 


ut the CEFmen were still happy, be- 
se they knew, in paying out interest 
nvestors, they were proving that CEF 
sstments do double duty: they pay 
interest as they build your church. 
da special joy it was to send out in- 
est that amounted to only a few 
»pers: a child would open the envelope 
1 smile, and know that CEF was a 
od way not only to serve Christ but to 
e sixpences—and ‘when I grow up— 
ands’. And what a pleasure it was 
write Thank You to members who 
de interest-free loans: why, their de- 
ning the usual 34 per cent. meant, in 
ect, a gift of £160 to the Fund. The 
mmittee were glad to send with each 
rest payment, however small, a letter 
thanks, 237 of them in all, ending with 
2 encouragement: ‘If you are not yet a 
sular, every-month investor, why not 
irt next month?’ 


But the big joy still lies ahead for the 
CEFmen: when they can send such a 
letter of thanks to every ELCE member. 


CONTACT MAN MAKES CONTACT 


When the CEF committee appointed a 
Contact Man in their October meeting, it 
was their idea that he should contact 
ELCE congregations and keep in close 
contact with local representatives. CEF 
Contact Man Reginald Mead has been 
doing just that. He has spoken to the 
congregations, and in most cases to the 
Sunday Schools, at Tottenham, Kentish 
Town, Ruislip, Petts Wood, and Sunder- 
land. Twice a year each congregation in 
London, once a year in the Provinces— 
that’s the Contact Man’s aim. 


BUDGET CONFERENCE AT 
BOREHAM WOOD 


The 1962 Synodical Budget Conference 
will be held on Saturday, 24th March, at 
St. Pauls Lutheran Church, Boreham 
Wood, Hertfordshire, beginning at 1.30 
p.m. Delegates, one pastor and one lay- 
man from each congregation and mission, 
will consider the proposals for the 1963 
ELCE budget put forward by the Execu- 
tive Council. 


St. Pauts LuTHERAN CHuRCcH, BorrEHam Woop — the scene 
of the 1962 Synodical Budget Conference, 24th March. 
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Our churches in the Ne 


Reprinted from The Lutheran Witness, January 9th. 


London 


Adapt PTR Missions ; Include “Spot of Tea” 


“Successful beyond our highest expec- 
tations’ was the verdict expressed by 
pastors and members of two London 
congregations which late last fall con- 
ducted the first British version of the 
Preaching-Teaching-Reaching Mission. 

Sponsoring the trial run “Lutheran 
Friendship Week’, as the Londoners pre- 
ferred to call it, were the two original 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of England 
congregations—Luther-Tyndale, Kentish 
Town, and Holy Trinity, Tottenham. 
Pastors Rudolph Blank, Cambridge, and 
Val Hennig, Harlow, served as guest 
missioners. 

While both churches followed the basic 
PTR pattern developed by Synod’s evan- 


gelism department for American use, 
adaptations to the British scene were 
found necessary. Materials were re- 


printed, for example, to eliminate 
Americanisms and to incorporate British 
spellings. 

Unthinkable, too, would have been the 
omission of a “spot of tea” at informal 
gatherings after the services. 

Of the 800 who attended evening ser- 
vices during the mission 182 were non- 


members, Rev. Roger Winger, pastor 
Holy Trinity, reports. The 318 

completed by 48 lay visitors follow 
supper training sessions resulted in 
gained for pastors’ adult classes, 10 ch’ 
ren for baptism and 28 for Sun 
School. : 

Agreeing with Rev. Norman Hei: 
pastor of Luther-Tyndale, that “a rec’ 
of statistics can never tell the full st 
of the mission,” Pastor Winger writes : 
is true, our churches were filled, child) 
were brought to baptism, and new ac 
classes started. But the vital impact ~ 
on the church members themselves. Ma 
lifelong members made mission calls — 
the first time in their lives and w 
thrilled by their experience.’ 

In both congregations more than 
per cent. of the communicant members: 
attended the supper training meetings 
spite of vast travel distances in 
sprawling metropolis. 

London area pastors, favourably 
pressed on observation visits at Frie, 
ship Week services, are expected to int 
duce the successfully tested programme 
newer ELCE congregations. 


“ PASTOR, THAT WAS A FINE SERMON — AND EVERYTHING 
YOU CONDEMNED APPLIES TO PEOPLE I KNOW!” 


TEN 


Dateline cartoon 
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